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eternity of their own minds, but confounded eternity
with duration, and instead of recognising eternity
as such, ascribed it to the imagination of memory
which they supposed to remain after death. The
reason, therefore, why the free man thinks of nothing
less than death is that he recognises his participa-
tion in eternity while he is alive, and attributes no
importance to his own individuality after death.
We get perhaps a more modern answer in regard to
the-ultimate aim of our existence in the definition
of good and evil by Monsieur Deshumbert which
runs as follows :

44 Et & la question du d6but: c Qu'est-ce que
le Bien ? Qu'est-ce que le Mai ? Nous pouvons
repondre maintenant: Le Bien est tout ce qui
contribuc & la conservation et a Faccroissement
de la Vie, au plein developpement physique, intel-
lectuel, moral, social, et esthetique, a Femploi
normal de toutes nos activites & Fepanouissement
harmonieux de tout Fetre, chez nous et chez les
autres, en se rappelant que Femploi normal de
toutes nos activit6s ne peut se manifester pleine-
ment que par la cooperation, Faide mutuelle, Funion,
la sympathie pour tous les etres.

" Le Mai est tout ce qui amoindrit la Vie, tout ce
qui entrave ce plein developpement, cet 6panouisse-
ment harmonieux.53 *

This passage roughly summarises the answer of
modern religion to the riddle of existence. Although
It will be obvious that in this chapter I am here
using the word u religion " in a wider sense than

1 Morale fondle sur les Lois de la Nature, p. 76. Watts & Co.
London.